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BC Youth Conference 2012: Parables In The Gospel Of Luke
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The Parables of the Lost - Overview


Theme 4 – The Parables of the Lost

The Lost Sheep, The Lost Coin, The Lost Sons

At one time or another, we were all lost sheep. We “were dead in trespasses and sins… fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, even as others. But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ”, (Eph. 2:1-5). Being baptized into Christ, we have been welcomed into his fold. The good shepherd, who gave his life for his sheep, says, “I know my sheep, and are known of mine”, (Jn. 10:11,14).  

But although we have been welcomed into his fold, the road to the Kingdom is not always easy, and sadly there are times when people we may know and love, just stop coming to the meeting. Perhaps they’ve just lost interest, or perhaps they feel as if they’ve been offended or let down in some way. Some, like the little lost sheep, just innocently stray from the path of righteousness, and find themselves caught up in the wilderness of this life, desperately in need of a shepherd to guide them back. There are others though, that blatantly leave in order to pursue after the riches of this world, and thereby put themselves in a position where “it would be better for them not to have known the way of righteousness”, (2 Pet. 2:21). 
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It is also true though, that just as some leave the household of faith, and are thereby lost without, there are others who are lost within the house. They may still faithfully attend ecclesial functions, and they may look like everything is fine, but deep down the gospel message has failed to take root, and like the seed that is sown among the thorns, the cares, riches, and pleasures of this world prevent any fruit being brought to perfection.

Whatever the circumstances are, these three parables not only emphasize the very sad position these individuals are in, but provide exhortation for us as well. Like the shepherd who recognized that just one of his 100 sheep had gone astray, we too must be that attentive to recognize when one of our brethren have gone missing; And just as he left the 99 behind to go in search of the one, so we too must show that amount of diligence in seeking our brethren.

May we each be moved by the message in these three parables to pray without ceasing for those of our friends, family, and loved ones, who have gone astray; and that our efforts to restore them to life may prove to be fruitful, before it becomes too late.  

The Parables of the Lost ~ Luke 15:1-32

1. After reading the three parables contained in Luke 15, comment on whether you feel that these three parables should be considered as one.

2. What might be a reason for the gathering of the large crowd in 15:1? (See Luke 14:21-23, 35)

3. What two groups of people is Christ addressing in chapter 15?

4. Why were the Pharisees & Scribes murmuring (v2)? (See Matt. 23:13)

5. Provide a couple of Old Testament examples of the Children of Israel murmuring? (Hint: Look up “murmured” in a concordance)

6. What might be significant about Christ eating with the Publicans & Sinners (v2)? 

7. Is there anything in the record to suggest that the parables of the Lost Sheep and Lost Coin were given in response to the enticement of the Pharisees & Scribes?

8. What does it mean to be lost, and how do we become lost? (Jer. 50:6)

The Lost Sheep (Luke 15:4-7)

1. Where else in the New Testament does Christ tell a story about a lost sheep? Note the differences between that parable, and the one here in Luke’s account.

2. What does Matthew’s record (Matt. 18:13) say instead of “until he find it” (Luke 15:4)? How does this change in wording affect us spiritually?

3. Read Ezekiel 34, and note the verses that speak of the neglect on the part of the shepherds of Israel (i.e. the Pharisees in Christ’s day, who he was addressing).

4. In a first century application of this parable… 

a. Who might the ninety nine sheep represent in this parable? (Hint: see verse 3 & Luke 5:31)

b. Who might the lost sheep represent? (Hint: see verse 1 & Matt. 10:6)

5. Who do you think the friends and neighbours are representing in this story? (See Job 38:7 & Luke 2:13-14)

6. What point do you feel Christ is making in verse 7? (remember the conflict here between the Pharisees & the Publicans)

Perhaps the whole entire parable comes together around the one phrase, “that likewise joy shall be in heaven over one sinner that repenteth, more than ninety and nine just persons which need no repentance.” What sweet irony Christ concludes with here in this parable. It can be pondered whether there is any joy in heaven over 99 just persons. The Pharisees were in need of repentance more than anyone, but because there attitude was wrong, Christ could not save what already felt was saved. Instead, Christ spent his time searching out the people who were truly looking for a change. What shepherd would leave ninety and nine to follow one, other than to show the relative worthlessness of the Pharisees!

This parable has more application than to just the Pharisees & Publicans. Today, the parable can be applied to the ecclesia, and the principles of this parable can be used in our search for our lost brothers and sisters.

7. In the ecclesia today…

a. Who might the ninety nine sheep represent? (John 10:1-5)

b. Who might the one lost sheep represent?

8. The shepherd leaves his sheep behind. What keeps the ninety nine together while he’s gone?

9. What does the shepherd do when he finds the lost sheep, and what does this tell us about dealing with those individuals who have left the truth? 

10. We see the attitude of the Shepherd and his friends in such phrases as: “until he find it”, (v4); “layeth it on his shoulders, rejoicing”, (v5); “calleth together his friends and neighbours, saying unto them, ‘rejoice with me’”, (v6). Do you feel that this attitude is applied today within our ecclesias when someone strays from the truth?
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11. In 1 Peter 2:25, we all seem to be likened to sheep that have gone astray. What does Peter tell us about ourselves?

The Lost Coin (Luke 15:8-10)

1.  Who do you think the woman represents in this parable?

2. Where else has a house been used in the parables in Luke’s gospel, and what has it been used to represent? 

3. Why does Christ give another parable about something being lost, right after he’s just given one about a lost sheep? What might the difference be? (Hint: Consider carefully the fact that the sheep is lost outside, while the coin is lost inside!) What lesson(s) can we take from this?

4. What exactly were these coins in verse 8? (See margin, and Ezek. 30:12-15)

5. Were these coins still in common use at the time of Christ? If they were not, then give a possible explanation as to what they were, and why they were so important to the woman.

6. What might “lighting the candle” (v8) represent?

7. No doubt sweeping the house is the best way to find something or somebody that is lost. However, in the process of sweeping, a lot of dust is created. What does this illustration tell us about searching out people that are lost inside the ecclesia?

8. The coin in the parable would no doubt have had the King’s image and superscription on it (Luke 20:24). What comparison does that have to someone being lost within the ecclesia?

9. With careful reading we see a difference between the first parable and the second. In the first, the shepherd “finds his sheep which was lost” (v6). In the second, the woman says, “I have found the piece, which I had lost” (v9). What does this perhaps teach us about where the fault can lay when brothers and sisters either leave the truth, or are lost within the truth?

10. What type of ground in the parable of the sower is this person’s heart, who is represented by the lost coin?

11. Both the parables of the Lost Sheep and the Lost Coin, speak of great joy in the presence of the angels over one sinner who repents (v7, 10). Seeing that finding our lost brothers and sisters is so important, make a point-form list of ideas that may help bring brothers and sisters back into the fold / house?
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The Lost Sons (Luke 15:11-32)

1. After reading this parable, what overall lesson(s) do you gather from it?

2. Note that the first parable of the lost sheep has 1/100 lost, the lost coin has 1/10 lost, and the lost son(s) has ½ lost. What does this show us about each parable?

3. Like with the parable of the Lost Sheep, the different characters in this parable may be seen to represent different groups of people, depending on who it is being addressed to. The chart below highlights three groups of people it could be referring to, and in each case indicates who the younger brother would represent. Complete the chart by filling in who the older brother and father would represent in each case:

	Group:
	Younger Son:
	Older Son:
	Father:

	Israel in 1st c.


	Publicans & Sinners
	
	

	The Whole Body


	Gentiles
	
	

	The Ecclesia
	Those who have physically left the truth
	
	


4. Briefly describe how the Pharisees and scribes fit the characteristics of the older son, and the publicans and sinners the characteristics of the younger?

5. Briefly describe how the Jews fit the characteristics of the older son, and the Gentiles the younger? (John 10:16)

6. Describe how someone today can be lost outside the ecclesia, and how someone can be lost within the ecclesia?

7. What significance might there be in the younger son asking for his inheritance?

8. What is the inheritance that was due to the younger son, and when should he have received it? (Gen. 25:5-6; Deut. 21:17)

9. How would the whole family have been affected by this son’s demand for his inheritance? What is the lesson?

10. The father gives him it willingly, which seems very strange. What’s significant about this? (Rom. 1:21-24)

11. What do the words “took his journey” (v13) emphasize?

12. What do you think is signified in the son journeying into a “far country” (v13)?

13. Can you find any examples where the words “far away” can mean being far away from God? (Eph. 2:16-17)

14. The word “riotous living” is an interesting word. It is used in Prov. 28:7 and 7:11. What do these passages tell us about the way he was living his life?

15. Famine seems to play a role in the outcome. Can you think of another place where a famine has caused a person to come back to God? (Gen. 41:57)

16. Amos 8:11 speaks of a famine in the land. Look up the passage and see if there is any parallel to this time in…

a. Christ’s Day:

b. Our day:

17. Should natural circumstances or disasters make us think of God?

18. God has worked with other people through scripture by natural events to show them the right way. List a few.

19. Would this son’s job of feeding pigs and lack of regard from friends have played a part in his change of life?

20. Do you find that we can get carried away and lost from the truth without realizing it, until something shocking happens in our life?

21. Try to think of a time(s) in your life where, like the prodigal son, you have been lost. What brought you back to the truth?

22. What does this tell us about the high / good life? (Prov. 11:4, 28; 22:16)

23. When this son had money, and was the life of the party (so to speak), he had lots of friends. Is there any difference today?

24. What does it mean to come to “himself”? (See a modern version)

25. There is no mention of any hardship in the record for the son to travel back to his father, only the action to begin. Look up the meaning of the phrase “he arose”, and where else it is used, and explain why it is so fitting here?

26. Verses 17-19 provide the younger son’s confession. The Bible teaches us that acknowledgement, repentance, and change should occur. How are these seen in this story?

	
	Verse
	Quote

	Acknowledgment:
	
	

	Repentance:
	
	

	Change:
	
	


27. Can you find a verse(s) where we have to have these same steps in our lives to come to God? (Hint: Look up some of the key words, such as “confess” or “repent”)

28. Why was the Father looking for his son that day (v20)? (Think of God’s compassion)

29. What does this teach us about the boundaries of God’s forgiveness? (Ps. 103:8-13; 1 John 1:7,9)

30. What part of the confession did the son not get a chance to explain to his Father?

31. What significance is there in the Father’s gesture of the best robe, ring on his finger, fatted calf, etc.?

32. Can you think of any other gesture in scripture that would be the equivalent of our Father’s forgiveness?

33. What can we learn from this?

34. Is there ever a point where we can be too lost from following God that we can not return?

35. What is the significance in verse 24, that the son was dead, when indeed he was still literally alive? Comment on what we can learn from this. (2 Pet. 3:18-22; Eph. 2:1)

36. Why was the eldest son so upset?

37. What do we learn about the eldest son by his actions?

38. “This thy son” (v30). He had so much hatred towards his brother, he could not call him brother. Many times we have people leave the truth because of this kind of heat between them. How can we constantly remember that these are our brethren, and that we need to hold them dear no matter what?

39. Would you say that the eldest son was withholding fellowship from his brother, who his father had forgiven?

40. Under what circumstances, if any, should we jeopardize our fellowship with our Father, and with our brothers and sisters? Provide a verse.

41. Where was the eldest brother’s heart really at?

42. Can we become self-righteous because the path that we have taken to the Kingdom may have been a little straighter than someone else who was lost and returned to God? Explain.

43. Can this self-righteousness, as seen in the older brother, hold us out of the Kingdom?

44. This parable speaks about two sons and their distinct personalities. Both are lost – one away from home, and one at home. Can this happen to us in the meeting?

45. Is there anyone in the ecclesia, who does not have a bit of both personalities in their lives?

46. “Son, you are ever with me” (v31). Write down two passages that show that God cares for us and is always there for us.

47. What should our attitude be towards brothers and sisters that are lost and are returning, and as lost brothers or sisters coming back? (Gal. 6:1; 2 Cor. 2:6-8)

Note: This theme is also covered in the parable of the Two Debtor’s questions, available online.

48. “He was lost and is found” (v32). In the other two parables, the shepherd and the woman searched for what was lost. Do you think that this phrase infers that the father searched for his son? Why or why not. Draw spiritual principles from your answer.

49. This parable seems to have its roots in the Old Testament, such as Hos. 7:8-10 or Gen. 38. Can you think of any other links, and how these passages might relate to the two sons?

50. The parable finishes without an ending. What do you think Christ was saying to the people he was addressing the parable to?

51. Write an essay to describe and summarize what you have learned from all three parables on being lost. Try to tell how an application of these in your everyday life is essential. (Use extra paper if necessary)
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Theme 5 – The End of an Age

The Husbandmen in the Vineyard, The Fig Tree, The Pounds

In the days of Noah, “God saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually,” (Gen. 6:5). Man had corrupted his way upon the earth, and the earth was filled with violence. The ecclesia of Noah’s day was not immune from this corruption, but they too had lapsed into a sad state of apathy and acceptance of evil, so that only Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord. Judgment was thus inevitable. It was pronounced, and it came to pass. And in the space of just 40 days, the antediluvian age came to an end.

Many years later, in the days of our Lord’s ministry, another age was now drawing to a close. The nation of Israel, which had already been removed once and subsequently been restored, had once again lost their spiritual perspective, resulting in an abundance of wickedness in God’s land, including a great corruption among those who held the responsibility of shepherding God’s people. So blind were they to God’s truth, that they couldn’t even recognize the promised Messiah, even with all the signs and wonders he had performed in their midst. And thus, once again judgment was pronounced, and 40 years later it came, thereby bringing an end to the Mosaic Age, with all its ritual and hypocrisy.  

Today, none of us would doubt that we live in similar times. The evil in the world about us is ever increasing, and little by little it is working its way into the ecclesia, just as it did in times past. A sense of apathy and an acceptance of things, which to believers of generations past would have been unthinkable, is now slowly coming over the brotherhood. And so today we stand at the end of another age, the gentile age, and judgment both for the household and for the world at large is almost a reality. And thus, there is a great urgency to be preparing ourselves for that time, by heeding the signs that are about us indicating that it is near, and putting into practice the lessons from the word, such as we have been considering in this study of the parables. 

The three parables which will be considered in this final section all have to do with the end of an age and with coming judgment. The parable of the Husbandmen in the vineyard takes us back to the days of Christ, and considers the need for judgment at that time. The parable of the Fig Tree also speaks of these things, but then catapults our minds forward, bringing us to consider the miraculous signs in our own days which profess that Christ’s coming is indeed nigh. Finally, for those who wish to do further study, the parable of the pounds will be available on the internet, which speaks to us about that coming judgment, of our attitude towards it, of what we must be doing to be preparing ourselves for it, and how the world at large will respond to it.  In all of this we will seek to draw forth lessons that we can apply in our lives as we await that glorious day of Israel’s redemption. 

The night is far spent, the day is at hand: let us therefore cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the armour of light. 

~ Romans 13:12 ~

The Husbandmen in the Vineyard ~ Luke 20:9-18

1. Luke 20:1-2 provide the background to this parable. Who is Christ addressing and what are they challenging him with?

2. Using the cross-references in your Bible, or a resource like The Treasury of Scripture Knowledge, find three passages in the Old Testament which Christ pulls the ideas in this parable from.
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Do some brief research on Vineyards in scripture. Using both a Bible Dictionary or Encyclopedia, as well as other scriptures (especially Isaiah 5), find out how a person would initially make a vineyard, for what purpose a vineyard was made, what the duties of husbandmen were in the vineyard, and what the vineyard represents in scripture.

4. Four characters (or groups of characters) are mentioned in this parable. In the space provided list everything that the parable says about these people, including what they do, how they respond, their notable characteristics, etc. 


In the right column, note who each of these characters represents. Cross-references have been provided that show matching characteristics. You can add more if you wish.

	Key Characteristics
	Represent

	The Certain Man
	(Isa. 5; Rom. 5:8; 1 Jn. 4:9-10; Exo. 34:6-7)



	The Husbandmen
	(Matt. 23:30-38)

	The Servants
	(2 Kin. 17:13-14; Jer. 25:3-7; Heb. 11:35-38)

	The Beloved Son
	(Phil. 2:5-8)


5. What does the parable teach us about God’s character and what He expects of us?

6. What does the parable teach us about Christ’s character and work?

7. a. 
Make a list of all the things that the husbandmen could be found guilty of.

b. In what way were the religious teachers in Christ’s day guilty of each of these things? (hint: see passages like Matt. 23; Mal. 3:5-8; Jer. 23:30-31, etc.)

c. In what way could the churches of Christendom today, and especially the Catholic Church, be found guilty of these same things?

d. In what way could we today be found guilty of the same things? (Be sure to include in your answer how we can be found guilty of putting to death the Son of God – Heb. 6:6; 10:29)

8. Who else in scripture, after being told a parable, was asked a question, and in answering it condemned themselves? (2 Sam. 12)

9. In what way was, or is, verse 16 to be fulfilled? (You may come up with a couple of different applications of it)

10. Where is Christ quoting from in verse 17, what is it referring to, and for what purpose would Christ quote it here? 

11. What principle from 1 Cor. 1 is exemplified in Luke 20:17?

12. Explain the meaning of verse 18.

13. The imagery used in verse 18 (stone, broken, grind to powder), is very similar to that of Dan. 2: 34-35. How could we relate the prophecy of Daniel 2 to the ideas in this parable?

14. Refer back to question one. In what way did the parable address the original challenge put foreword by the chief priests, scribes, and elders?

The Fig Tree ~ Luke 13:6-9 & 21:29-32

During Christ’s ministry, there were three (recorded) occasions when he delivered  parables on the fig tree – and together they tell a complete story. Two are stated in the record to be parables, the other is what may be called an acted parable – one not spoken in words, but rather in actions. The first is in Luke 13, the second in Matthew 21, and the third in Luke 21. We will look at each in turn.

1. Using an encyclopedia, Bible Dictionary, or some other resource, research the fig tree, and note the key characteristics pertaining to its growth and development. Specifically, be sure to note when the leaves and the figs appear, the difference between the first fruits and the latter fruits, when the first fruits ripen, and what it means when a fig tree has only leaves and no fruit. (Note: Answers to these questions will be important to our understanding of these parables).

2. Christ picks up the symbol of the fig tree from the Old Testament. Note where in the Old Testament the fig tree is used in symbol, and what it is used to represent. (Hint: Look up “fig tree” in a concordance, or look at cross-references)
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3. Where else in scripture are trees used to represent nations and people?

The Fig Tree in the Vineyard - Luke 13:6-9

4. What general principle does this parable teach us concerning God’s character? Provide two other examples of this characteristic of God – one specifically in regards to Israel, and one in regards to us. (2 Pet. 3:9)

5. What was the key characteristic God was looking for? In what other parables is this characteristic shown to be what God was looking for in Israel and in us? (Rom. 6:22)

6. The same language was used in the preaching of John the Baptist in Luke 3:9. What does John say Christ’s work was in relation to Israel? In your answer consider what a winnowing fork was used for, and what the floor is referring to (hint – look at how ‘floor’ is translated in other versions, and compare that to 2 Chron. 3:1).

7. a. 
In what ways had Christ tried to turn the nation back to God during his ministry?

b. What prevented the nation from being fruitful?

c. Do we have a similar call and mission to Christ’s?

The Cursing of the Fig Tree - Matthew 21:18-19

8. Where had Christ been the day before the fig tree was cursed, and what significant event took place there? Note when Christ had done this before, and how it demonstrated the principle of God’s forbearance and ultimate judgment seen in the parable of Luke 13.

9.  Based on your study of fig trees in question 1, why did Christ curse the fig tree and what was that cursing figurative of?

“This fig tree, precociously putting out its leaves, gave every promise therefore of figs: but it had none. There was profession but not practice: it was a fit symbol of the deceitful and hypocritical attitude of one with moral pretensions but of immoral ways. It illustrated a religious pretence; it was a picture of delusion and sham… the fig tree by the wayside was a symbol of the nation of Israel.”  (J. Carter ~ Parables of the Messiah)
10. Hypocriticalness was a serious problem in the nation at that time. What is hypocriticalness, what did Christ have to say about it in Matthew 23, and how can it impact us?

11. Christ had called the temple “a den of thieves”. In what way were the religious leaders at that time thieves? Consider the way in which they had stolen from the people, and the way in which they were guilty of stealing directly from God, and how this may impact us today.

NOTE: We do not have space to look at it here, but for anyone wishing to do further study, you may wish to consider Zechariah chapter 5, where in the vision of the flying scroll Israel’s sins under the Mosaic age were foretold, and in the vision of the flying Ephah the sin of Israel was taken away in judgment and transferred to Shinar (figurative of Babylon the Great). Today, the sin of Israel is seen in Catholicism and in her harlot daughters, making these warnings from Christ very relevant to us today. For more on this, see Bro. John Carter’s book, “Prophets After the Exile”.
12. The fig tree withered in AD70. This is described in Matthew 24:15 and Luke 21:20. Do some brief research into the events at that time. Note what took place in the nation, specifically in regards to what happened to Israel as a nation, Jerusalem, the temple, and the Jewish people, and explain how God had given His people a way of escape at that time. 

(Information on this time can be found on the internet, or at the end of Bro. Robert Roberts book, The Ways of Providence. For a more extensive exposition on this time, see Bro. John Thomas’ book, The Last Days of Judah’s Commonwealth, available online at www.christadelphianbooks.org) 

13. Most of Christendom today would tell us that God’s cursing of the fig tree was final, and that his purpose with the nation of Israel is over. Prove from scripture that this cannot possibly be the case, and describe how the gospel message is inseparable from Israel. (Hint: See Romans 9-11). 
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The Shooting Forth of the Fig Tree - Luke 21:29-32

14. Refer back to question 3. What do “all the trees” represent?

15. The fig tree and the other trees “shoot forth”. What passages in scripture use similar language and what is it symbolic of? (hint: look up “shoot forth” and other similar phrases in a concordance)

16. In what major Old Testament prophecy describing the restoration of Israel is something that has dried up (withered), returned to life? (Ezek. 37)

17. When do you think Israel “shoot forth”? (Carefully consider Ezekiel 36:8-11)

18. Luke is careful to point out that other trees shoot forth at this time as well. What other nations or powers does the Bible say will return to life at the time of the end? (Rev. 17:8; Ezek. 38:4)

19. Provide a brief summary of the events leading up to the formation of the state of Israel in modern times. Make specific mention of the events that occurred in relation to this in 1917, 1948, 1967, and other events that you may feel are relevant since that time. 


20. What is the exhortation of the parable of the fig tree? 

21. OPTIONAL: Some of you may wish to continue your study of this parable in considering the phrase, “this generation shall not pass away until all be fulfilled”. If so, you will need to carefully consider the following:

a. What is a generation in scripture? (Note: there are differing lengths)

b. At what age was a person considered to be part of “this generation”?

c. Who does “this generation” refer to?

d. What events does “all be fulfilled” refer to? (You will need to research each of the phrases in Matthew 24:30-31 and Luke 21:27 to determine what events are being spoken of).

WRITTEN 100 YEARS IN ADVANCE

“The truth is, there are two stages in the restoration of the Jews, the first is before the battle of Armageddon; and the second, after it; but both pre-millennial. God has said, “I will save the tents of Judah first”. This is the first stage of the restoration…

…There is then a partial and primary restoration of Jews before the manifestation, which is to serve as the nucleus, or basis, of future operations in the restoration of the rest of the tribes after he has appeared in the Kingdom. The pre-adventual colonization of Palestine will be on purely political principles; and the Jewish colonists will return in unbelief of the Messiahship of Jesus, and of the truth as it is in him. They will emigrate thither as agriculturists and traders, in the hope of ultimately establishing their commonwealth, but more immediately of getting rich in silver and gold by commerce with India, and in cattle and goods by their industry at home under the efficient protection of the British power. And this their expectation will not be deceived; for, before Gogue invades their country, it is described by the prophet, as “a land of unwalled villages, whose inhabitants are at rest, and dwell safely, all of them dwelling without walls, and having neither bars nor gates; and possessed of silver and gold, cattle and goods, dwelling in the midst of the land” (Ezekiel 38:11,12,13)…

…But to what part of the world shall we look for a power whose interests will make it willing, as it is able, to plant the ensign of civilization upon the mountains of Israel? The reader will, doubtless, anticipate my reply from what has gone before. I know not whether the men, who at present contrive the foreign policy of Britain, entertain the idea of assuming the sovereignty of the Holy Land, and of promoting its colonization by the Jews; their present intentions, however, are of no importance one way or the other, because they will be compelled, by events soon to happen, to do what under existing circumstances, heaven and earth combined could not move them to attempt. The present decisions of “statesmen” are destitute of stability. A shooting star in the political firmament is sufficient to disturb all the forces of their system; and to stultify all the theories of their political astronomy. The finger of God has indicated a course to be pursued by Britain which cannot be evaded, and which her counsellors will not only be willing, but eager, to adopt when the crisis comes upon them.”

Bro. John Thomas, Elpis Israel, (1848).
Conclusion

1. Throughout this study, you may have noticed some themes that seem to come up time and again. Such examples may include the themes of fruitfulness or legalism vs. faith, and perhaps you may be able to think of some others. Choose a theme of your choice and briefly describe how it is developed through multiple parables. 

2. Summarize some of the key practical lessons that you have gained from this study of these parables, and perhaps note some areas that you may want to work on developing in your life.

“Unto you it is given to know the mysteries of the Kingdom of God”


